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endanger the success of the expedition. Little children may
eat it: ' they are quiet' (i.e. they have no sexual relations),
and so the hunting will not be spoilt."1 At some of the
rivers in the country of the Thonga there are men who make
it their profession to hunt the hippopotamus. They are
called batimba. " This is the manner in which these batimba
hunt. During the day the hunter fishes, watching the move-
ments of the hippopotami all the time. When he sees that
the propitious moment has come and is ready to undertake
hunting operations lasting a month, he first calls his own
daughter to his hut and has sexual relations with her. This
incestuous act, which is strongly taboo in ordinary life, has
made him into a ' murderer ' : he has killed something at
home ; he has acquired the courage necessary for doing
great deeds on the river ! Henceforth he will have no sexual
relations with his wives during the whole campaign."2
In India the Birhors of Chota Nagpur observe an annual
hunt. All the able-bodied men of a number of villages
assemble for the hunt. In each village on the night pre-
ceding the hunt the chief hunter and his wife must observe
strict sexual continence. And during the absence of the
hunters all the women of the village are bound to observe
the same rule, for otherwise it is believed that the hunters
would certainly be unsuccessful.3 The Oraons, another
tribe of Chota Nagpur, similarly hold a communal hunt
every summer. " The huntsmen leave home on a Thursday
evening and return to their villages generally on the Tuesday
following. During all these days not only do the men of the
party, but all the members of their families left behind in
their villages must observe strict sexual continence. It is
believed that if this tabu is disregarded by any Oraon, male
or female, his or her fellow-villagers, or at any rate the
members of his or her family who may have joined in the
hunt, are sure to have ill success at the hunt. Another tabu
which the stay-at-home Oraons of such villages have to observe
is that they must not kill, beat, or even purchase any eatable
fowl or animal so long as the hunters are away from home."4
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